From Adam to the Dead Sea 

Josh 3:9-16 And Joshua said to the people of Israel, "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God." 10 And Joshua said, "Here is how you shall know that the living God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing over before you into the Jordan. 12 Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a man. 13 And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap." 14 So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 16 the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

Our text is the account of the great day when Joshua and the children of Israel passed over into the Promised Land for the first time.  Moses was dead and so were all of that generation that had refused to trust God to pass over the first time.  And now, after forty years of waiting and wandering, Israel is crossing over!  

The edge of the Promised Land from this direction was the Jordan River and it was the time of harvest when the river was full and overflowing and a very formidable barrier, but God was going to do a miraculous work for them!  Just as Moses forty years before had parted the Red Sea and led God’s people over on dry ground, so was God going to do the same for Joshua and this new generation!  And so Joshua gathered the people together and instructed them on the crossing:  the priest would carry the ark of the covenant, that golden box which served as the throne of God on earth and they would step into the water and when their feet entered the river bed, God would cause the waters of the swollen river to part and they would cross over on dry ground.  

Everything went as Joshua said it would; the priests stepped into the water but instead of stepping into current and mud, God rolled the river waters back and instead they stepped onto a sandy bottom.  Then, as the priests stood there in the middle of the river, the people crossed over until they were all on the other side and then the priests also crossed and the waters flooded their banks as before.  

There is much symbolism here.  Moses was dead and Joshua was the leader of the Israelites.  Joshua is the Hebrew form of the name of Jesus and just as Moses and the laws of Moses could not get us into the great promises of God, so it is that Jesus is the one who has ushered us across a great impassable barrier so that we can today can inherit all of the good things that God has for us.  There is even symbolism in where they crossed because most scholars place the crossing at the exact point in the Jordan River where a man named John the Baptist would begin baptizing around 1400 years later and where our Lord – our Joshua – would be baptized.  The High Priest stood in the middle of the river in our text and so it would be that our High Priest, Jesus Christ, would step into the river at the beginning of His ministry.  Go to the next chapter of Joshua and you will find that before they fully crossed, Joshua commanded twelve stones to be erected in the riverbed and then another twelve stones were placed as a monument on the bank on the promised side of the river.  So it was that God used the twelve tribes of Israel to produce the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ and it would be these latter twelve that would carry us into the great wonders that God has for us.  

I will not go on and on through any more symbolism except to draw your attention to the latter part of our text where we have described how far God rolled up the waters along the stream bed.  Our text told us:

Josh 3:16 the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. ESV

Listen to it in the New Living Translation:

Josh 3:16 the water above that point began backing up a great distance away at a town called Adam, which is near Zarethan. And the water below that point flowed on to the Dead Sea until the riverbed was dry. Then all the people crossed over near the town of Jericho. NLTse

That is, the waters from upstream stood up and were walled up in a heap far upstream from where the Israelites were at a city called “Adam.”  And then the waters that had been down stream flowed down into the Salt Sea, or as we know it today, into the Dead Sea until quite a wide corridor of dry ground was created.  This was a miracle!  This was the hand of God at work!  And it worked from Adam all of the way to the Dead Sea!  Look at somebody and say it with me:  “From Adam to the Dead Sea.”  

______________________________________________________________________

We serve a God who desperately wants men to come to know His greatness and unsurpassed power.  We serve a God who has been working great works in the lives of men and women for millennia!  The Bible is a record that proves that God enjoys taking those who others had written off and perhaps who had made a mess of their lives and using them to change the world and to turn their families’ direction around.  We serve a God who is able – but oh that men would get that revelation!  And so much that happens in life is God trying to get the attention of His prized creation, the majority of which live their lives ignoring Him!  

And in showing us His power, God loves to give us simple object lessons of His great glory in the oddest places.  Think of a cross, an ancient symbol of resurrection and then turned into a torture device by the Roman Empire and yet God uses it and takes that horrid thing and uses it to teach us all of His great love for us!  God loves to give us examples of His great work in the oddest places and so it is in our text.  We do not have to know how wide a stretch of that river was parted and separated so that the Israelites crossed over.  It is not imperative to the story or the miracle to know that the waters stood up at an exact place and flowed to an exact place.  This was not a matter of the writer trying to prove that God had created a wide enough expanse for the millions of Israelites to easily cross – the waters rolled up far away from Israel and they had more than enough space to walk across.  But God wants us to know so the writer included it that the waters heaped upstream at a town called Adam and then the waters flowed and disappeared from the streambed until the Dead Sea.  We don’t even know anything about this town called “Adam” or where it was exactly.  But God wanted us to know because this entire miracle becomes a great object lesson of His working throughout history and among humanity.  

The hand of God – the miraculous hand of God – worked from Adam all of the way downstream to the Dead Sea.  So it has been in God’s working on earth:  His miraculous hand began working all of the way back there at a man called Adam and it has worked through the entire stream of human history and will work to the Dead Sea.  Let it be declared and let it sink into your conscience today:  God works from Adam to the Dead Sea.  Say it with me again, “God works from Adam to the Dead Sea.”  

What does that mean to you and I?  What can we learn from this object lesson of God’s great working?  First let me say that it means that:

God is not finished working yet!

How far do you want to go back to examine God’s record of doing great things?  All the way back to a man named Adam?  Our God is the One who created Adam and who created this world in which all of us who are descendants of Adam live.  This is the God who even when Adam and Eve turned their back on their Creator, yet did not desert Adam.  He provided a way that Adam and Eve could still find acceptance through forgiveness and blood sacrifices.  He began working among their children and their offspring.  This is the God who met and walked with Enoch.  This is the God who had mercy on Noah.  This is the God who was the friend of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  This is the same God who brought mighty Egypt to its knees and humbled the proud Pharaoh and wrought great works through Moses and Aaron.  This is the God who utterly cast down those proud walls of the great city Jericho and who caused the sun and the moon to stand still when Joshua commanded it.  This is the God of whom Joshua was able to say, “there has not failed one promise that the Lord God made to us!”  Start at Adam and come on down the stream and you will see that God’s mighty hand has reached to every generation and done wonderful things!

This is the same God who was the God of Samuel and then David.  This was the God of Isaiah and Jeremiah and Elijah and Elisha.  This is the God who caused fire to reign down from heaven on Elijah’s enemies and who raised the dead back to life and who took Elijah up in a great whirwind of fiery horses!  This is the God who gave a double portion to Elisha and who filled up oil vessels for widows and who delivered entire towns and who healed leprosy and all manner of diseases.  This is the God of Ezra and Nehemiah and Daniel who stopped up the mouths of lions and who moved kings and princes to help His cause and people!  This is the God who restored and forgave Israel and who protected them through their journey back home.  

When you get to the New Testament, this is the God who robed Himself in flesh to come dwell among humanity and walk upon this earth as one of us.  This is the God who overshadowed Mary and who was born into His creation as one of the most helpless of His creations and who learned what it was like to experience through the eyes of human flesh.  This is the One who was known as the miracle worker from Galilee but who was really the God from Glory and – oh my! – there had never been a show of Divine power like this!  The lame walked, the deaf heard, the dumb sang, the lepers were cleansed, the withered reached forth, the sinners were forgiven, the proud were brought low, the simple became wise and the wise were confounded when Jesus came!  The multitudes were fed, the stormy waters were tread, and He didn’t stay dead!  Talking about a wide, wide place in the streambed of human history – truly God’s workings are great!  

And it didn’t stop with Jesus’ ascension but it continued on in the twelve men and their converts in the book of Acts!  Dead are raised and the Gentiles are allowed entrance into the kingdom of God!  The Holy Spirit is poured out and the worst enemies become the greatest proponents of Christ!  His message of hope and healing and Spirit and Name traveled throughout Judea and into the Gentile world of the Roman Empire and it didn’t stop until it had reached as far as Rome and Spain.  It reached Caesar’s household and it reached Onesimus in prison.  It reached Antioch and Ephesus and Asia and Greece and it also reached Africa and India and to the uttermost parts of the earth.  It has spread all of the way to Castroville, TX in the year of our Lord 2010 and though we are further down stream from most of what I just mentioned, never let it be said that God is through working because His miraculous hand stretches from Adam all of the way to the Dead Sea!

The Dead Sea.  If this river is a timeline of God’s dealing with human history then the Dead Sea is the end of the line.  Turn and look downstream with me for a moment and you will see that one day Jesus Christ will come back to this world and He will restore things as they should be.  He will descend with His saints who had been caught up and He will descend to the mount of Olives and there the mountain will split in two.  He will walk into Jerusalem into that eastern gate and there He will take control of the contested city where the King of Glory has chosen to put His name.  But Ezekiel tells us of a great happening at this moment that is the last thing to happen before Jesus Christ rules on this earth for a thousand years.  Ezekiel tells us that when the Mount of Olives splits, it will cause a great river to flow and it will flow through Jerusalem and it will flow into the Dead Sea and give it an outlet and the Dead Sea will be healed.  Listen to the scripture:

Ezek 47:8-10 Then he said to me, "This river flows east through the desert into the valley of the Dead Sea. The waters of this stream will make the salty waters of the Dead Sea fresh and pure. 9 There will be swarms of living things wherever the water of this river flows. Fish will abound in the Dead Sea, for its waters will become fresh. Life will flourish wherever this water flows. 10 Fishermen will stand along the shores of the Dead Sea. All the way from En-gedi to En-eglaim, the shores will be covered with nets drying in the sun. Fish of every kind will fill the Dead Sea, just as they fill the Mediterranean. NLTse

Right now, the Dead Sea is dead because the waters of the Jordan river flow into it and yet nothing flows out of it and it has no outlet so all of the minerals left behind after evaporation are so concentrated that they choke out all life.  The Dead Sea is the only place on earth where there is absolutely no life, but that will change when the rivers of Jesus Christ’s return flow into it – the waters will be healed and will have in abundance and this will happen just before Jesus Christ sets up His throne to rule for a thousand years!  At that time, Grace will be over and the miraculous hand of God will not be working quite like it is now.  But that is down stream – the Dead Sea stuff is yet to come!  And God’s miraculous hand works from Adam to the Dead Sea!

That means that you and I are in the middle of the stream of God’s miraculous power!  God is not dead and He is not inactive!  He is just involved in the lives of men and women as He has always been!  Realize where you are on the riverbed of the flowing of God’s blessings!  Realize where you live in the grand scheme of God’s power.  Just as He has worked upstream, so He works now for those who will believe and trust Him.  Just as miraculous as He was in Elijah’s and Daniel’s days so is He today!  Never forget your pastor’s favorite scripture:

Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. ESV 

Just as He worked in flesh during the days of Peter, James, and John, so does He work in our lives today in the Spirit.  He had to go away so that the comforter, the Holy Spirit could come and the work of the Spirit is a greater work than even what was performed when God was in flesh walking upon this earth.  “Greater works than these shall you do” He promised His followers and that enabling power is the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Somebody realize what great miraculous power is available to you and I today!  The Holy Spirit is here and it is working and we are after Adam and before the healing of the Dead Sea therefore we should expect the hand of God to do in our lives as before! 

Whatever your situation know that God has a history of working in your situation.  Know that He can work it out and is able and willing!  There is not a place in all of history or in this great riverbed of God’s working through time that is different than another.  He is just as mighty in 2010 as He was in A.D. 10.  He is just as powerful in 2010 as He was in 1910 or 1950 or 1976.  His hand is not shortened and His miraculous power works all of the way from Adam until the Dead Sea – somebody believe it today!  That’s all He is looking for – someone to believe it so that they can be the channel of God’s stream of miraculous workings today!  It might as well be us; it might as well be here; it might as well be now!  Because God works from Adam until the Dead Sea! 

______________________________________________________________________

God’s not finished working yet!  But there is something else that this great object lesson of our text teaches us and that is:

As long as a person is alive there is hope.

God’s miraculous hand works all of the way from Adam to the Dead Sea.  Adam is the poster boy for disobedience and he’s the one who got us all in this mess in the first place.  You want to study sin?  Start with Adam because he was the first.  You want to study stupidity?  Start with Adam:  he and his wife had exactly two commandments:  tend the garden and don’t eat the fruit of one tree and they messed it up.  And ever since, his descendants have been sinking lower and lower and going further down and further down with each passing generation.  

The lowest you can go?  It’s the Dead Sea –at least on this earth.  The Dead Sea is the lowest point on earth.  It’s the deadest spot and the lowest all in one.  And yet I feel led to tell somebody that God’s miraculous hand doesn’t stop where people think it stops.  It goes lower and reached further than most people’s reach of grace.  It reaches from the son of God who has erred and who has turned their back on a relationship with God – wasn’t Adam the first backslider? – well, the miraculous and merciful hand of God reaches all the way to Adams even today.  And it follows the descent of human depravity until it reaches the absolute bottom of the Dead Sea.  And it works all along the way!  

Do you know what is under the Dead Sea?  Many scholars believe that the Dead Sea is the site of Sodom and Gomorrah, which God destroyed with fire.  There have only been a few cities along the course of history that were so far low in sin that God said, “that’s the absolute bottom and I will not let it go any further.”  Think of Hitler’s Germany and the ethnic cleansing of South Africa a generation ago and those were horrible situations and low points in human history and yet God did not toast them directly from the sky as He did Sodom and Gomorrah.  Sodom and Gomorrah were overrun with homosexuality and with lusts of the flesh.  They were utterly godless to the point that there wasn’t even ten righteous there including Lot and his family.  And so God destroyed that place and it now resides under the Dead Sea as representative of the lowest of lows that sin can take you.  When the town people came to take the angels for unspeakable sins, Lot was so depraved and so misguided and sinful that he offered to give up his daughters – his own children! – to that crowd for them to fulfill their depravity.  What are you thinking, Lot?  The lowest of sin is when nothing is wrong any more and people are willing to sacrifice their kids in order to fulfill whatever lusts that they are surrounded and engulfed by.  That’s the story of the site of the Dead Sea and that’s certainly the lowest of lows as far as sin goes.  

I don’t know where you are on the descent of sin, but I want you to know that God can work in your life and God can forgive you and God can restore you and God can heal you and God can pull you out from there, wherever “there” is.  They might be a backslider making the same mistakes of Adam.  They might be at the lowest point of sin and at the absolute bottom and involved in the worst of the worst at the Dead Sea and they might be somewhere in between, but God’s miraculous hand can work in each of those situations!  As long as a person is alive, it doesn’t matter where they are on the descent of sin, there is hope because God is able!  He can save Saul the terrible and He can save Simon the church boy!  He can reach up and He can reach down!  And even at the bottom He can save!  Because God’s merciful and miraculous hand reaches all of the way from Adam to the Dead Sea! 

God is no respecter of persons; that means that what He did for others He will do for you!  And how the river of sin is swollen today and the course of sin is full of lives that are caught up in its flow, but there is a God whose hand can stop the swollen waters of sin for you and that can bring forgiveness and a pardon and an escape out of the water into His great promises and a new life!  Somebody believe it today!  You – or they – are not too far gone if they are alive!  He works up until the Dead Sea.  The wise man, Solomon, told us:

Eccl 9:4 But he who is joined with all the living has hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion. ESV

It doesn’t matter what people have told you or called you!  Let them call you a dog – let them call you a loser, maybe they are even right in some of what they have said, but understand that if you are alive and not yet at the Dead Sea, there is hope because God is the Master Potter and just needs some clay to work with and He can take a form of humanity that everybody else has written off and yet mold it into a beautiful vessel of honor!  If you are alive, there is hope!  You can find forgiveness!  You can find help to be an overcomer!  Everything can be different!  Everything can change!  Everything can be as you’ve only wished it could be!  Everything can be transformed!  The scriptures say:

2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. ESV

This God – our God! – is able to do that in your life!  He is able to do that in any life!  Because as long as there is life there is hope!  As long as there is breath, you can turn to praising Him!  As long as you are between Adam and the Dead Sea His miraculous hand can work!  Somebody believe it today!  It matters now what others say or have said.  It matters not what others believe.  It matters not what mistakes that I have made – making mistakes just proves that I am below Adam.  But if I am below Adam and yet before the Dead Sea, there is hope because I am in the place where God’s miraculous and mighty and saving hand works!  

_______________________________________________________________________

Let it get into your spirit!  God works from Adam to the Dead Sea!  His hand spans generations and it reaches lower than the lowest valley!  Hallelujah!  And realize yet one more great truth from this:

It takes a relationship with God and faith to be able to stand in the middle of the stream of God’s power.

He works from Adam to the Dead Sea and what a great wonder that is, but notice carefully those who in our text are in the middle of what His miraculous hand has done.  They are Joshua and the second generation of Israelites.  This is Joshua who was known for not leaving the tent of God’s presence.  This is Joshua who along with Caleb said, “we can take the land and God will be with us despite the obstacles.”  This is the generation that were children to those who were disobedient and who stood afar off from the presence of God and who acted in fear and not in faith.  God rejected that first generation of doubt and unbelief and waited until this second generation came up, a generation of people who would embrace God’s Word and live separated from the rest of the world; a generation of people who would not grumble against the man of God but who would follow the leading of the Spirit; a generation of people who would view giants as challenges and potential testimonies and not things to be feared and to run from; a generation of people who told Joshua, “all that God has commanded, we will do!”  These are the people standing and walking through the dry stream bed in our text; these are the people who experience the miraculous hand of God as it works between Adam and the Dead Sea!  

I’ve seen this same scenario played out in people’s lives over and over again.  God’s hand is able and His hand is working and the key is getting yourself inline with that stream and letting it work in your life.  And the only way that you can be bypassed by God’s miraculous hand is if you refuse to position yourself accordingly.  I’ve seen churches who begin to murmur and complain and turn to unrighteousness and who rejected the vision of the man of God and whom God had to destroy and raise up a second generation within that church who would yet obey and walk in faith and not fear.  I’ve seen families in which the older generation believed the lie of their generational curses and that nothing could be different and that there could be no great thing in their life because of this or that and so they refused to step down into the riverbed of the Jordan and God had to bypass them and in their children do the work that He had intended to start with them.  It’s not that God’s hand is not active and that it doesn’t reach where they are, but rather when they choose disobedience and fear over obedience and faith, they choose to not step down into the stream where God’s hand is actively at work and so they cannot cross into the great promises that God has for them!  And that is why His power came to work in the first place.  He works from Adam to the Dead Sea, but you’ve got to position yourself where He is working!  And obedience and faith are the key to placing yourself in the right place!      

______________________________________________________________________

I close with this:  why would you believe the lies of Satan that God cannot work in your life and that God cannot do for you what He has done for others?  Satan is a fallen angel and he is bitter because he has not experienced the grace and mercy of God as humanity can.  The miraculous hand of God’s grace and working begins at Adam; do you remember that?  When the angels fell before that, God did not provide redemption for them; God did not come to earth to die for them; God did not become as one of them to reach them and give them a second chance.  You are the apple of God’s eye and the prize of His creation!  And you can receive the Holy Spirit and great promises that the Bible tells us that the angels desire to look into and wish that they could experience.  Don’t feel sorry for the devil – he had his chance, but realize that he wants desperately for you to believe the lie that God cannot move in your life and do great things for you because he knows that the opposite is true!  You are his target because he sees how much God adores you and how much God cares for you.  The devil saw the cross and got a revelation of God’s great love for the descendants of Adam.  He heard the prophecy of how the seed of a woman would crush his head and he realized God’s great love for you and I when he saw a baby lain in a manger.  The devil has walked the hills of heaven and has stood before the throne room of God but he has not had provided to him such an outpouring of love and of grace as you and I have received because God’s great power and miraculous grace begins at Adam!  And that means that you and I are eligible, no matter what Lucifer says.  No matter what that whisper in your ear would say – all the devil can do is talk to you, remember? – yet realize it is not the truth!  He is a liar and the Father of Lies and all power belongs to God!  And this God chose to love you and I who are downstream from Adam!  

You qualify for the power of God!  You are in the right time frame because time wise you are between Adam’s Creation and the Dead Sea’s liberation; God has not finished working just yet!  You are eligible for God’s great power to move in your life because you are alive and you stand between your birth and your death – it’s not too late.  And you are in a place where you have heard the preached Word of God and faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  You can shrink from your future with fear and disobedience and shrink from the promises and the miraculous hand and working of God that are at work just ahead, or you can respond with obedience and faith and step firmly into the stream bed of where God’s power is working!  Today is the Day of Salvation!  If you will act in faith and obedience, you, too, will cross into the miraculous and enter into the great promises that God has for us.  You stand on the banks and the decision is your own, but know that God’s miraculous and gracious hand works from Adam to the Dead Sea – why not become a part of it?

